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W e lcom e  to th e  Nove m be r is sue  of . W e 've  got a fe w  
ne w  th ings for you th is  m onth .

Ne xt m onth  w e  w ill be  launch ing th e   h oste d by 
. Matt h as  answ e re d th e  m ost com m on q ue stions about 

th e  podcast on page  22. If you w ant to be  k e pt inform e d of all th ings 
 (podcast include d) th e n I w ould re com m e nd you k e e p an 

e ye  on our  (s e e  page  16 for th e  link  and URL). O n 
th e re  w ill be  m e e ting date s , de adline s , podcast re le as e  info and m ore .

Spe ak ing of th e  podcast, Matt h as  also w ritte n us som e  ne w s  and 
also th e  ne w   colum n w h ich  w ill give  you a taste  of w h at 
m ay w e ll be  in th e  ne xt podcast. Th e  podcast is  th e re  to com ple m e nt 
th e  m agazine  and w ill h ave  diffe re nt conte nt. I don't de cide  w h at w ill 
be  in th e  podcast, Matt doe s .

Ne xt m onth  is , of cours e , Ch ristm as m onth  and th at re m inds m e , if 
you'll e xcus e  m e , I m ust go and buy som e  Ch ristm as de corations for 
ne xt m onth 's  is sue ...

Editor, Full Circle  Magazine
ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org

EEDD IITTOO RRIIAALL

Th is  m agazine  w as cre ate d us ing :

Ubuntu is  a com ple te  ope rating 
syste m  th at is  pe rfe ct for laptops, 
de s k tops and s e rve rs . W h e th e r at 
h om e , sch ool or at w ork  Ubuntu 
contains all th e  applications you'll 
e ve r ne e d including w ord 
proce s s ing, e m ail application and 
w e b brow s e r.

 You do not pay any 
lice ns ing fe e s . You can dow nload, 
us e  and s h are  Ubuntu w ith  your 
frie nds , fam ily, sch ool or bus ine s s  
for absolute ly noth ing.
O nce  installe d, your syste m  is  re ady-
to-us e  w ith  a full se t of productivity, 
inte rne t, draw ing and graph ics  
applications , and gam e s .

mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.scribus.net
http://www.gimp.org
http://www.openoffice.org
http://creativecommons.org/
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/7e8944
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NNEEWW SS Fe e l fre e  to e m ail ne w s storie s  
to: ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org
Ple ase  include  a source  URL.

H ans Re is e r, th e  
ow ne r of Nam e sys , 
w h ich  offe rs  file  
syste m s for Linux, is  
on trial for m urde r 
ch arge s  re late d to h is  
w ife 's  disappe arance  
last ye ar.

Re is e r de ve lope d Re is e rFS, th e  de fault 
file  syste m  on m any Linux 
distributions . Fre e  softw are  advocate s  
h old Re is e r's  w ork  on th e  program  in 
h igh  re gard.
Re is e r m arrie d a Russ ian w om an w h o 
adve rtis e d in a m ail-orde r bride  
catalogue . Th e  w om an, Nina Re is e r, 
h ad tw o ch ildre n w ith  th e  de ve lope r, 
obtaine d citize ns h ip, and file d for 
divorce .
Nina Re is e r w as last s e e n dropping off 
h e r ch ildre n at H ans Re is e r's  m oth e r's  
h om e , w h e re  th e  de ve lope r w as living, 
in Se pte m be r 2006. Police  found h e r 
car, full of groce rie s , in a groce ry store  
park ing lot not long be fore  th e  couple  
w as sch e dule d to appe ar in court for a 
ch ild support dispute .
Police  ne ve r found a body. H ans 
Re is e r's  attorne y argue d in court th at 
Nina fle d to Russ ia and is  in h iding, 
poss ibly be caus e  h e r e state  stands to 
be ne fit financially from  a m urde r 
conviction. Nina's  divorce  law ye r said 
th at H ans Re is e r's  com pany, Nam e sys , 
h as  no value . 

 Inform ation W e e k
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/74a52b

Ubuntu Score s  First M ajor Pre -
installe d Se rve r W in

Early ne xt ye ar, 
D e ll is  e xpe cte d 
to announce  
th at Ubuntu 
Se rve r w ill be  
ce rtifie d on D e ll 
s e rve r line s .
Ubuntu is  
e xtre m e ly 
popular on th e  
de s k top, but it's  
m ade  

com parative ly little  progre s s  on s e rve rs . 
Th at's  about to ch ange . D e ll is  e xpe cte d 
to announce  in th e  first q uarte r of 2008 
th at it h as  ce rtifie d Ubuntu Linux for its  
s e rve r line s .
In an inte rvie w  w ith  Rick  Be ck e r, D e ll 
Product Group's  vice  pre s ide nt of 
solutions , Be ck e r said th at D e ll is  
curre ntly in th e  proce s s  of ce rtifying 
Ubuntu for all its s e rve r line s . "But w e  
are  still s e ve ral m onth s  aw ay from  
announcing a ce rtification. I'd say it'll be  
announce d in Q1 ne xt ye ar." 

 e W e e k
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/03e 7df

Vista W orrie s  Caus e  Bus ine s s e s  to 
Cons ide r M acs and Linux

A re ce nt surve y 
s h ow s th at 44 
pe rce nt of 
bus ine s s e s  are  
cons ide ring Mac O S 
and Linux rath e r 
th an sw itch ing to 
Vista.
KACE, a syste m s 

m anage m e nt appliance  com pany, 
announce d on Nov. 19  th at its  ne w  surve y 
re ve ale d th at 9 0 pe rce nt of th e  W indow s 
us e rs  are  conce rne d about m igrating to 
Vista, and th at 44 pe rce nt w ould cons ide r 
de ploying Macs or Linux-bas e d syste m s to 
avoid Vista m igration.
W h ile  Microsoft claim s th at Vista 
de ploym e nts are  incre as ing, analysts , such  
as  Forre ste r, obs e rve  th at bus ine s s  Vista 
adoption h as  be e n going e xtre m e ly slow ly 
and th at Linux is  be com ing a s e rious 
conte nde r for th e  e nte rpris e  de s k top. 

 e W e e k
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/9 87a9 d

mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/74a52b
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/03e7df
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/987a9d


5 

NNEEWW SS Brough t to you by th e  , pilot e pisode  com ing m idDe ce m be r. If 
you h ave  any ide as for th e  podcast or w ould lik e  to tak e  part th e n ple as e  e m ail th e  
h ost, Matth e w  Ross i, at: podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

 is  a ne w  
distribution bas e d 
on Ubuntu 7.10 
w h ich  is  be ing 
s h ippe d w ith  ne w  
low -cost W alm art 
PCs, and a spe cial 
m oth e rboard for 

de ve lope rs , both  be ing USD19 9  and 
USD59  re spe ctive ly. Th e  softw are  
re volve s around Google  Apps - you could 
call it a W e b 2.0 distro. Th e y h ave  
re le as e d ve rs ion 1.0 (Initial G) as an 
alph a for th os e  w h o w is h  to te st it. Th e  
728MB ISO  can be  dow nloade d from  a 
torre nt w h ich  you can find at th e ir 
w e bs ite . "W e 're  cre ating an O S 
e cosyste m  th at is  com ple te . W e  com e  
w ith  all th e  softw are  you ne e d to brow s e  
th e  w e b, e m ail, instant m e s sage ... play 
m ovie s , m us ic, and conne ct to iPods ... 
cre ate  and e dit docum e nts , 
spre ads h e e ts , pre s e ntations , databas e s , 
im age s ... out of th e  box. Plug and play!" 
h ttp://w w w.th ink gos .com

In th e  "D istrow atch  W e e k ly Ne w sle tte r" 
Is sue  227, Susan Linton doe s  a re vie w  of 
th e  late st re le as e  of 

 (s e e  th is  is sue 's  
 for a ste p-by-ste p install of 

Ubuntu Studio), a distro aim e d at 

m ultim e dia us e rs . Sh e  says :

.  
You can re ad th e  full re vie w  at 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/cbc9 89 .

 h as  be e n re le as e d. 
Myth buntu is  a variant of Ubuntu, w h ich , as  
th e  nam e  sugge sts , acts as a front-e nd for 
th e  popular Myth TV m e dia ce ntre  softw are . 
If not in Myth TV, Myth buntu runs th e  XFCE4 
de s k top w ith  all of th e  re gular program s 
th at you'd e xpe ct out of Ubuntu.

h ttp://w w w.m yth buntu.org

Th e   
h as  re le as e d a scre e ncast on h ow  to 
install Xubuntu onto your com pute r. It 
goe s  ove r dow nloading th e  im age , 
burning th e  im age , installing Xubuntu, 
th e  include d program s, custom izing 
your de s k top, and som e  bas ic te rm inal 
com m ands . If you are  inte re ste d, th e n 
ple as e  ch e ck  it out at

 h ttp://scre e ncasts .ubuntu.com /Installin
g_Xubuntu

Ke lly Rus h  h as  w ritte n an e xce lle nt 
article , w ith  h is  ins igh t into Ubuntu and 
h is  application of it at h om e .

 h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/359 e fc
 

http://www.thinkgos.com
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/cbc989
Ubuntu Studio 7.10http://www.mythbuntu.org
Ubuntu Studio 7.10http://screencasts.ubuntu.com/Installing_Xubuntu
Ubuntu Studio 7.10http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/359efc
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FFLLAAVVOO RR  OO FF  TTHH EE  MM OO NNTTHH
W ritte n by Robe rt Clips h am

In th is  m onth 's  flavour of th e  m onth  w e 'll s h ow  you h ow  to install Ubuntu Studio – a flavor of Ubuntu de dicate d to m ultim e dia cre ation. 
Th is  flavor include s  all th e  be st ope n source  m ultim e dia softw are  for all your ne e ds , from  s im ple  im age  e diting to vide o cre ation, so you 
can m ak e  th e  m ost of your Ubuntu PC.

U buntu Studio us e s  th e  
alte rnate  install m e th od, so 

unfortunate ly you can't us e  it as a 
Live  CD. If you don't h ave  
e xpe rie nce  in us ing a te xtual us e r 
inte rface , th e re  is  a guide  to th e  
k e ys  you'll ne e d at th e  bottom  of 
e ach  ste p, so if you ge t stuck , just 
look  dow n! Bas ically you us e  th e  
arrow  k e ys  to s e le ct an option, 
th e n pre s s  e nte r to s e le ct it.

Th e  first ste p 
once  you've  
ch os e n 'Install 
in te xt m ode ' is  
to ch oos e  your 
pre fe rre d 
language , 

follow e d by your country in th e  ne xt 
ste p. You w ill th e n ge t th e  de fault 
alte rnate  install k e yboard de te ctor.

 Se le ct ye s  
(th e  de fault 
option), th e n 
pre s s  th e  
k e ys  it says  if 
you h ave  
th e m .

Afte r 
k e yboard 
de te ction, th e  
first of th e  
h ardw are  

de te ction scre e ns  appe ars . Th is  
de te cts your h ardw are  so it can 
install th e  corre ct drive rs  for 
your syste m . Th e re  w ill be  
s e ve ral of th e s e  th rough out th e  
install, so don't w orry if I don't 
point th e m  out.

In th e  
ne xt ste p 
you m ust 
ch oos e  a 
h ostnam e  
for your 
syste m . Th is  

s h ould be  som e th ing to e as ily 
ide ntify your PC on a ne tw ork , 
e .g. 'fam ily-de s k top'. If you don't 
h ave  a h om e  ne tw ork  it doe sn't 
m atte r, just e nte r a fun nam e  of 
your ch oice .

Th e  ne xt ste p is  to partition 
your h ard drive .
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Th is  can be  
done  in th e  
usual w ay, 
and if you 
are n't sure , 
you can 

cance l th e  installation and as k  
som e one . Th e  option you ch oos e  
h e re  varie s  de pe nding on your 
circum stance s , so go for th e  one  
th at look s  righ t. As alw ays , I m ust 
stre s s  th e  im portance  of back ing 
up im portant data be fore  going 
past th is  ste p! W h e n you ge t to 
th e  e nd of th e  partitioning s e ction 
of th e  install it w ill display a 
sum m ary of all your partitioning 
options , so you'll be  able  to ch e ck  
if anyth ing look s  w rong.

Continuing 
th e  
installation, 
you'll be  
as k e d 
w h e th e r th e  

syste m  tim e  is  s e t to UTC. If you 
are  unsure , just go for th e  de fault 
of ye s , and if it turns out to be  
w rong you can ch ange  it late r. 
O nce  you've  de cide d, you can 
m ove  onto us e r s e tup.

In th e  us e r 
s e tup you w ill 
ne e d to e nte r 
your re al nam e , a 
us e rnam e  and th e  
us e r's  passw ord. 

Th is  us e r w ill be  th e  syste m  
adm inistrator, and h ave  full acce s s  
to th e  syste m , so ch oos e  a s e cure  
passw ord.

Th e  installe r 
w ill now  install 
th e  bas e  Ubuntu 
syste m  w ith  your 
s e ttings . O nce  
th e  bas e  syste m  
is  installe d, you 

w ill be  as k e d about additional 
pack age s  to install.

Use  th e  space  
bar to s e le ct 
m ultiple  ite m s , 
th e n continue . 
Mak e  sure  you 
install th e  

'Ubuntu Studio D e s k top' option – if 
you don't do th is  th e n you w ill not 
ge t a graph ical us e r inte rface  w h e n 
you re start afte r th e  install! Th e  
installe r w ill now  finalize  th e  
installation, th e n prom pt you to 

re start.

O nce  you h ave  re starte d you 
w ill ge t th e  Ubuntu Studio login 
scre e n, w h e re  you can e nte r 
your us e rnam e  and passw ord.

 Now  you can start cre ating!
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HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Rob Ke rfia

SSH  (Se cure  Sh e ll) is  a protocol th at is  us e d to re m ote ly conne ct to anoth e r com pute r running an SSH  s e rve r. Th e  standard inte rface  is  a 
s im ple  com m and line , alth ough  you can also run graph ical (X11) applications on a Linux or BSD s e rve r. Be low , w e  w ill cove r s e tting up a 
clie nt, s e rve r, and conne cting th e  tw o.

SSIIMM PPLLEE  SSSSHH
IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOO NN

Se tting up a s e rve r
1 Launch  Synaptic (or Ade pt if 

you us e  Kubuntu) Syste m  >  
Adm inistration >  Synaptic 
Pack age  Manage r and e nte r your 
passw ord.

2 Se arch  for th e  "ope nss h -
s e rve r" pack age  and click  on th e  
e m pty ch e ck box.  Ch oos e  "Mark  
for Installation" from  th e  m e nu.

3 Re pe at th e  
above  ste p for 
th e  pack age  
"inadyn".  (Th is  
w ill com e  in 
h andy late r.)

4 W h e n as k e d "Apply th e  follow ing 
ch ange s?", click  Apply.

5 Th e  pack age  s h ould install.  Click  
"Close " and q uit Synaptic.

Now  you h ave  a s e rve r installe d! 

You m igh t be  w onde ring w h at 
you can do w ith  it. W e ll, you can 
do a lot of th ings - from  re m ote  
file  transfe rs  to running 
applications on your com pute r 
from  anoth e r one . Be fore  you 
can do th at, th ough , th e re  are  a 
fe w  m ore  ste ps . First, you h ave  
to k now  h ow  to conne ct to your 
com pute r re m ote ly. First le t's  s e t 
up a dynam ic DNS account so 
you can acce s s  your com pute r 
via an e asy to re m e m be r 
subdom ain, not a le ngth y IP 
addre s s .

   1. Go to w w w .dyndns.com  and 
click  "Cre ate  Account" 
unde rne ath  th e  login box at th e  
top of th e  page .

   2. Ch oos e  a us e rnam e , 
passw ord, and all th e  re st of th at 
nice  stuff.

http://www.dyndns.com
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   3. Confirm  your account w ith  
th e  e m ail th e y s e nt you and log in.

   4. Click  th e  "My Se rvice s" link  
and ch oos e  "Add Ne w  H ostnam e " 
on th e  ne w  page  th at com e s  up.

   5. Ch oos e  a h ostnam e , 
subdom ain, and click  th e  auto-
de te cte d re m ote  IP link  
unde rne ath  th e  "IP Addre s s" fie ld. 
 Click  "Cre ate  Ne w  H ost".

   6. Ne xt, go to your te rm inal 
and type :

gksudo gedit /etc/crontab

pre s s  Ente r and th e n type  in 
your passw ord.

   7. Type  in 

0 * * * * inadyn -u 
your_username -p your_password 
-a name.you.registered > 
/dev/null

 all on one  line .  I can't stre s s  th is  
e nough  - don't de le te  or ch ange  
anyth ing e lse .

   8. Save  and q uit.

   9 . You s h ould be  able  to acce s s  
your com pute r via th e  dom ain you 
re giste re d in about an h our.

To conne ct to your com pute r, 
s im ply type  in:

ssh 
[username]@[registered.subdomai
n]

 from  a te rm inal. Th e  first tim e  you 
conne ct from  a particular m ach ine , 
you m igh t ge t a m e s sage  saying 
"Th e  auth e nticity of h ost 
[subdom ain] (IP addre s s) can't be  
e stablis h e d." You can safe ly ignore  
th is  - type  "ye s ." Ne xt, you s h ould be  
prom pte d for a passw ord. If you 
e nte r th at corre ctly, you s h ould be  at 
a com m and line  prom pt - on your 
com pute r!

Som e  ne at trick s  you can us e  
w ith  SSH :

 Type :

ssh -X username@subdomain

 at a te rm inal. Ente r your 
passw ord lik e  norm al. Now , type  
in th e  nam e  of a graph ical 
application at th e  com m and 
prom pt (lik e  "nautilus" or 
"th unar"). It s h ould s h ow  up on 
th e  com pute r you're  at, e xce pt 
it's  running on your com pute r.

Type :

scp 
username@subdomain:/path/to/
file 
username_for_comp_you're_at@
localhost:~/

 and th is  w ill copy th e  file  into 
your h om e  folde r. 
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HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by D im itar Boich e v

Th is  inte re sting custom ization w ill allow  your de s k top to be com e  a fully functional te rm inal. Th e  obje ctive  is  to h ave  a gnom e  te rm inal 
running righ t above  th e  actual back ground im age  th at w on't be  displaye d by th e  statusbar or tick e r.

GGEETT  AA   TTEERRMM IINNAALL  OO NN
YYOO UURR  DD EESSKK TTOO PP

D ow nload and install th e  
de vilspie  pack age . In a 
te rm inal type :

sudo apt-get install 
devilspie

Mak e  a folde r for de vilspie  in 
your h om e  folde r by typing:

mkdir ~/.devilspie

in a te rm inal.

Cre ate  a configuration file  nam e d 
D e s k topConsole .ds (again, in a 
te rm inal):

nano 
~/.devilspie/DesktopConsole.ds

Input th e  follow ing into th e  file  
(pre s s  Ctrl+  X to save  and e xit):

Note s :

• I us e  w ork space  4 but you can 
us e  w h ate ve r you lik e .

• You s h ould at le ast adjust 
th e  ge om e try line s  to m atch  
your scre e n.

• Re ad th e  de vilspie  w ik i, for 
oth e r com m ands!

Cre ate  a ne w  gnom e -te rm inal 
profile  nam e d "De s k topConsole " 
by doing th e  follow ing:

• in th e  "Ge ne ral" tab, untick  
"s h ow  m e nubar by de fault..."

• in th e  "Scrolling" tab, s e le ct 
"Scrollbar is" >  D isable d.

• in th e  "Effe cts" tab, s e t 
"Transpare nt back ground" and 
s h ade  to "None " (or to w h ate ve r 
you pre fe r)

Add de vilspie  and gnom e -
te rm inal to th e  Startup Program s 
in your s e s s ion:



11

in Syste m  >  Pre fe re nce s  >  
Se s s ions , "Startup Program s" tab, 
add th e  2 program s :

devilspie

and:

gnome-terminal --window-with-
profile=DesktopConsole

Log out, th e n log in.

Ch e ck  to s e e  th at de vilspie  is  
running be fore  th e  gnom e -
te rm inal com m and.

HH OO WW -- TTOO CCOO NNVVEERRTT  FFRROO MM
WW IINNDD OO WW SSW ritte n by Todd Mille cam

I could give  you a full and com ple te  guide  to doing so— but it w ould be  a nove le tte , 
and not ve ry practical for th e  ne w  us e r. Th e  be st th ing to h ave  w h e n conve rting is  a 
good attitude  and a w illingne s s  to le arn. Th is  is  a bare -bone s  guide — for a m ore  
com ple te  one , s e arch  th e  forum s .

Th e  first th ing you w ill ne e d to 
k now  is  h ow  to ge t th e  
softw are  you w ant on your 

com pute r. Be lie ve  it or not, it's  e as ie r 
to do th is  in Ubuntu th an it w as in 
W indow s . Sim ply click  Add/Re m ove  
in th e  Applications m e nu, and th e n 
s e arch  for th e  k ind of program  you're  
look ing for. Click  th e  ch e ck  box ne xt 
to th e  program , click  "O K", and you 
s h ould be  good to go.

If you can't find a program  in 
add/re m ove , try adding a re pos itory 
w h ich  h as  it (a re pos itory is  an online  
databas e  of softw are  —  Add/Re m ove  
ge ne rate s  its  list from  th e  
re pos itorie s)

Se cond —  de aling w ith  application 
h angs and fre e zing. In W indow s 
th e re  w as Ctrl-Alt-D e le te  for all your 

fre e zing ne e ds . In Ubuntu, you 
h ave  a bit m ore  available  to you. 
You can re start your s e s s ion by 
pre s s ing Ctrl-Alt-Back space  —  
w h ich  is  h igh ly e ffe ctive  in e ve ry 
cas e  I've  e ncounte re d. If you 
don't fe e l lik e  dropping 
e ve ryth ing just be caus e  one  
application froze , you m ay w ant 
to righ t click  on one  of your 
pane ls and add tw o program s 
th e re :  and 

.  w ill k ill w h ate ve r 
application w indow  you click  on, 
and  w ill give  you 
a list of proce s s e s .

O f cours e , you h ave  to be  
m indful of com patibility if an 
application k e e ps  h anging. 
Softw are  m ade  for Edgy w on't 
w ork  ve ry w e ll in Gutsy. You can 
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ch e ck  your syste m  ve rs ion in 
syste m  m onitor (far le ft tab), and 
you can usually ch e ck  th e  ve rs ion 
of th e  softw are  be fore  you 
dow nload, or unde r th e  "H e lp" 
m e nu on th e  "About" option.

Th e re  are  som e  th ings th at are  
just plain diffe re nt, th at you'll 
ne e d to ge t us e d to. Th e  m ost 
notable  of th e s e  are  w ork space s . 
Linux give s  you four de s k tops in 
one  —  just to h e lp k e e p th ings 
organize d. You can sw itch  
be tw e e n th e m  by pre s s ing Ctrl-Alt-
Righ t arrow  (le ft arrow  also 
w ork s), or by click ing on th e  gray 
boxe s  in th e  bottom  righ t.

If organization is  your th ing you 
m igh t also w ant to cons ide r a 
"h om e  partition." Th is  is  an are a 
of space  th at you s e t as ide  on 
your h ard drive  th at both  W indow s 
and Ubuntu can re ad (you can 
form at th is  partition in FAT32, 
NTFS or e xt2, but w ith  NTFS, you 
m ay ne e d a configuration tool for 
Linux, and w ith  e xt2, you'll ne e d a 
plugin for W indow s). If you w ant 
to be  able  to vie w  ce rtain file s  
from  both  ope rating syste m s (lik e  
picture s , m ovie s , e tc.), th is  is  a 

w onde rful ide a to im ple m e nt w h e n 
you install Ubuntu.

To m ak e  it m ore  acce s s ible  in 
Linux, you m ay w ant to ch ange  your 
~ /h om e  folde r to point to th at drive . 
You can do th is  by click ing on Syste m  
>  Adm inistration >  Us e rs  and 
Groups . Find your profile , click  
prope rtie s , click  th e  advance d tab, 
and ch ange  th e  location of your 
h om e  dire ctory.

Now , you're  probably us e d to 
dire ctorie s  nam e d "W indow s" and 
"Program  File s ." In Linux, th e s e  are  
all ove r. Configuration file s  are  
usually unde r /e tc. More  im portant 
e xe cutable s are  unde r /bin, w h ile  th e  
le s s  im portant are  unde r /usr/bin. /lib 
contains a bunch  of librarie s  (s im ilar 
to .dll file s in W indow s , but th e y w ork  
in a fundam e ntally diffe re nt w ay), 
and /m e dia w ill give  you a list of all 
th e  drive s  you can acce s s . Th e re 's  
m ore , but th at s h ould give  you a 
bas ic ide a of h ow  it w ork s .

Ubuntu w ill k e e p all th e s e  
organize d ve ry ne atly if you stick  
w ith  re pos itorie s  and Add/Re m ove . In 
ge ne ral th ough , you're  going to w ant 
to k e e p all m ovie s , picture s , and 

oth e r m e dia in your h om e  
dire ctory, and just m ak e  
additional dire ctorie s  to h e lp 
organize  th e m .

Last off —  to h e lp k e e p th ings 
nice  and ne at you're  going to 
w ant s h ortcuts . For a program , 
it's  calle d a launch e r and you just 
h ave  to k now  th e  e xact nam e  of 
th e  program  to m ak e  one  
(e xam ple , th e  Te rm inal program  
is  actually calle d gnom e -te rm inal 
in som e  distributions).

To m ak e  a link  to a dire ctory, 
run th e  te rm inal (Applications >  
Acce s sorie s  >  Te rm inal) and type :

ln -s filename linkname

Th is  m e ans : m ak e  a sym bolic 
link  (ln -s) of th is  file  in th is  
location. An e xam ple  of th is  
w ould be :

ln -s /home/user 
/home/user/Desktop

Th at w ould m ak e  a s h ortcut to 
your h om e  dire ctory on your 
de s k top.

Try Ubuntu, I prom is e  th at you'll 
ne ve r w ant to go back !
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Th is  m onth  w e  w ill discuss  link ing. You can h ave  tw o type s  of link s , one  is  w h e re  you link  inte rnally 
w ith in your ow n docum e nt or e xte rnally w h e re  you link  to som e th ing lik e  a w e b page . I've  m ade  m y page  look  nice  and tidy for 
th is  one  just to s h ow  you a fe w  nice  trick s .

HH OO WW -- TTOO
W ritte n by Ronnie  Tuck e r

PART 7

H e re  is  h ow  m y page  now  
look s :

W h at I'll do first is  s h ow  you 
h ow  to cre ate  a bas ic link  to a 
w e b page . First w e  ne e d to cre ate  
a 'h ot spot' around th e  pie ce  of 
te xt th at w ill be com e  th e  link . As 
you m ove  ove r th e  PDF icon in th e  
m e nu bar you w ill s e e  a dow n 
arrow  appe ar be s ide  it, click  th at 
dow n arrow  to ge t tw o ch oice s :

W e  w ant 
th e  'Link ' 
option 
w h ich  look s  
lik e  tw o 
foot prints . 
So click  

th at and th e n draw  a box around th e  
te xt (or im age ) you w ant to be  th e  
link .

Now  I 
h ave  a PDF 
'Link ' box 
around m y 
te xt, 
incide ntally
 you can 

put th is  box around anyth ing as it 
w ill alw ays be  on top so you could 
surround an im age  and som e  te xt 
too if you w is h . Double  click  ins ide  
th at box to ge t its  prope rtie s

Th is  is  
th e  
Annotation
 Prope rtie s
 w indow. 
At th e  
m om e nt it 

says  th e  Type  is  'Link ', click  th at 
dow n arrow  and m ak e  it 
'Exte rnal W e b-Link ' th is  now  
give s  a place  to type  in a w e b 
addre s s  so type  one  in and click  
O K

Noth ing 
s e e m s  to 
h ave  
ch ange d 
but you 
w ill s e e  
late r th at 

it w ill cre ate  a link . But h ow  w ill 
pe ople  k now  it's  a link ? I can te ll 
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you now  th at in th e  final PDF th e  
re ade r w on't k now  th e  link  from  
ordinary te xt so w on't k now  th e re  
is  a link  th e re , w h at I usually do is  
to m ak e  th e  te xt blue  and 
unde rline d just to pre te nd it's  a 
w e b link .

Double  click  on th e  te xt box, 
s e le ct th e  pie ce  of te xt th at is  
going to be  th e  link , give  it a color 
and m ak e  it unde rline d.

Th at look s  
m ore  lik e  a link  
you w ould 
e xpe ct to s e e .

Le t's  add a fe w  page s  to th e  
docum e nt just to s h ow  h ow  an 
inte rnal link  w ork s . In th e  m ain 
m e nu click  Page  >  Ins e rt and 
ch oos e  to ins e rt four ne w  page s .

So m y 
docum e nt now  
h as  a total of 
five  page s . I'm  
just going to 
put som e  large  
num be rs  on 

e ach  page  so th at w e  can 
distinguis h  th e m  from  one  anoth e r.

So le ts re turn to page  one  and put 
in a link  th at w ill m ak e  th e  re ade r 
jum p to page  5.

Again, click  
th e  PDF button 
in th e  m e nu and 
ch oos e  'Link ', 
draw  th e  box 
around som e  

te xt and again double  click  th e  PDF 
box.

Th is  tim e  k e e p th e  Type  as 'Link ' 
and m ak e  th e  page  num be r s h ow  as 
five . You'll se e  th e  page  pre vie w  on 
th e  righ t ch ange  to s h ow  your page  
five . Th e  X and Y pos ition is  to le t 
you give  an e xact location on th e  
landing page , I'm  going to m ak e  both  
of th e m  ze ro w h ich  w ill m ak e  th e  top 
of th e  page  touch  th e  top of th e  PDF 
vie w e r's  display are a m ak ing th e  
page  display fully.

So le ts give  th at a q uick  te st by 
e xporting th e  docum e nt to a PDF file .

In th e  m ain m e nu 
click  File  >  Export >  
Save  As PDF

You'll se e  th e  Pre -
Fligh t Ve rifie r 

w indow , just click  'Ignore  Errors ' 
for now , w e 'll go into th is  in 
m ore  de tail soon.

Th at is  your 
'Save  As PDF' 
now  w h ich  h as  
all th e  options 
you ne e d to 
fine  tune  your 
PDF file  but for 

now  ch oos e  a save  location at 
th e  top of th e  w indow  th e n click  
Save .

Th is  is  m y 
e xporte d PDF 
file  in KPDF (I 
us e  KDE) w ith  
th e  active  

e xte rnal w e b link , and if I click  
th e  s e cond link :

It jum ps m e  
to page  five  as 
e xpe cte d.

W e  are  alm ost finis h e d w ith  
le arning th e  bas ics  of Scribus , 
ne xt m onth  w e  w ill de lve  in to 
th e  'Pre -Fligh t Ve rifie r' and th e  
'Save  As PDF' tabs and options . 
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RREEVVIIEEWW
W ritte n by Jason Pratt

Are  you re ading th is  m agazine  be caus e  you're  inte re ste d in Ubuntu and Linux in ge ne ral? Are  you running som e  form  of W indow s and 
w ant to try som e th ing ne w ? Doe s  th ink ing about installing som e th ing as h uge  as a ne w  ope rating syste m  m ak e  your k ne e s  q uive r and 
your brow  be ad w ith  sw e at? W h at I say to you is : Ne ve r fe ar -- W ubi is  h e re !

I can confirm  th at W ubi doe s  th is  
w ith  little  to no fuss . W ubi its e lf is  
com pris e d of a s ingle  e xe cutable  

file  so you can run it from  anyw h e re , 
h ard drive , flas h  drive , e xte rnal H DD, 
floppy (W e ll, le t's  not e xagge rate )... 
you ge t th e  picture ? It h as  a cle an, 
m inim alistic inte rface  containing only 
th re e  options . O nce  th os e  options 
are  fille d and finalize d, click  install 
and you're  good to go. Th at's  h ow  
e asy it is !

Le t m e  e xplain: w h at W ubi doe s  in 
e s s e nce  is  install Ubuntu on your 
com pute r as a s ingle  "file ," no ne e d 
to partition, form at, re s ize  or 
anyth ing. Th e re  w ill be  only one  
s ingle  file  and one  s ingle  file  only. 
Th is  w ill w ill h old all of your Ubuntu 
installation as w e ll as any program s 
you install late r. It is  not installe d 
into an e m ulate d e nvironm e nt. It is  a 

norm al s e tup in e ve ry s e ns e  of 
th e  w ord. It us e s  your native  
h ardw are  and pe rform ance  is  
ide ntical to a de dicate d 
installation. Th e  W ubi FAQ state s  
th at h ard-dis k  acce s s  is  sligh tly 
slow e r th an a de dicate d 
installation. Th rough out m y tim e  
w ith  a W ubi install I h ave  not h ad 
any proble m s w ith  h ard-dis k  
acce s s  spe e d. Ubuntu s e e m s  to 
m e  to be  as  q uick  and sm ooth  as 
a de dicate d install.

Afte r installation you are  
prom pte d to re boot your 
com pute r, and upon re booting 
you w ill be  s h ow n your ne w  boot 
m e nu w h ich  w ill list your 
W indow s O S as w e ll as your 
Ubuntu installation. Ch oos ing th e  
Ubuntu-Linux installation w ill 
s h ow  you th e  ple asant Ubuntu 

From  th e  official w e bs ite
w w w.w ubi-installe r.org

WW UUBBII  IINNSSTTAALLLLEERR  77..1100

http://www.wubi-installer.org
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splas h  scre e n. All of th is  is  e asy 
as cutting a stick  of butte r - ye s , 
th at e asy! I re m e m be r an 
application som e  ye ars  ago th at 
did th e  sam e  bas ic th ing, install 
Linux ins ide  th e  W indow s 
e nvironm e nt. It w as now h e re  ne ar 
as plain and s im ple  as th is  
installation w as .

Th e re  are  a fe w  cave ats to 
installing W ubi th at I th ink  are  
w orth  noting. I h ope  th e y ge t 
fixe d at som e  point. First, only th e  
32-bit ve rs ion of Ubuntu is  
supporte d, so if your com pute r 
h as  a 64-bit proce s sor you'll h ave  
to stick  to th e  32-bit ve rs ion of 
th e  O S. Th e  de ve lope rs  do plan 
on adding th is  in th e  future  but 
for now  it is  32-bit only. Se cond, 
H ibe rnate /Suspe nd is  not 
available  w h e n running unde r a 
W ubi install. If you don't lik e  your 
pre s e nt Ubuntu s e tup and w ant a 
de dicate d install, th e n you'll h ave  
th e  ability to utilize  
h ibe rnate /suspe nd. Th ird, you 
s h ould try to avoid h ard re boots . 
Th e  W ubi install of Ubuntu is  
susce ptible  to dam age  during 
h ard re boots . Sim ilar to 
h ibe rnation/suspe nd, on a 

de dicate d install but it re ally s h ould 
not be  a proble m .

O th e r th an th e s e  fe w  “ is sue s ”  I 
h ave  h ad a stable  Ubuntu install for 
q uite  a w h ile  now. I h ave  be e n ve ry 
ple as e d by th is  little  pie ce  of 
softw are . I re com m e nd W ubi to 
anyone  I k now  th at is  inte re ste d in 
playing w ith  or running 
Ubuntu/Kubuntu/Xubuntu on th e ir 
m ach ine s . It m ak e s  an e asy job of 
installation and, if th e  us e r ch oos e s , 
uninstallation.

I h ope  th is  re vie w /article  h as  
h e lpe d you and pre s e nte d an ide a of 
w h at W ubi is . Re m e m be r th at if you 
are  inte re ste d, W ubi is  out th e re  for 
you to dow nload. Go ch e ck  it out! 

I did a little  m ore  look ing and found a link  
for th e  late st 7.10 de ve lopm e nt Alph a's  of 
W ubi.
h ttp://w ubi-installe r.org/de ve l/m ine fie ld/
I did m y re vie w  from  th e  Re v377 ve rs ion but 
(as I w rite  th is) th e  de ve lope rs  are  now  up 
to Re v383. So if you w ant to install 7.10 on 
your syste m  you'll ne e d to us e  one  of th os e  
Alph a re le as e s . 

Ove rall:
Ke e p up to date  by book m ark ing 
th e   
cale ndar.

• Me e tings
• D e adline s
• Re le as e  Date s
and m ore .

h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/874173

http://wubi-installer.org/devel/minefield/
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/874173
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PPOO LLLLIINNGG  SSTTAATTIIOO NN
W ritte n by Ronnie  Tuck e r

WW HH AATT  IISS  YYOO UURR  FFAAVVOO RRIITTEE  
EEMM AAIILL  CCLLIIEENNTT//SSUUIITTEE??

Th is  m onth 's  poll w as tak e n from  a poll w h ich  w as running on . If you w ould lik e  to cre ate  a poll for Full Circle  Magazine  
th e n go to w w w.UbuntuForum s .org, go to th e  3rd Party forum  th e n click  . Cre ate  your poll in th at sub-forum  only.

h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/67e e fc
I lik e  th e  s im plicity of th unde rbird too, 
but w h at re ally got m e  is  th e  spam  filte r, 
it is  th e  be st in th e  w orld. W h y? Be caus e  
you te ll it w h at is  spam  and w h at is  not 
spam .

I de finite ly pre fe r Th unde rbird. I us e d 
Km ail for a long tim e  prior to th at, until I 
discove re d th e  junk  m ail controls in 
Th unde rbird. Th at and it's  s im ple  to 
s e tup/us e .

Evolution be caus e : I can back up m y m ail to 
a .pst type  file  (unlik e  Th unde rbird), it look s  
pre tty (m uch  be tte r th an th e  old Evolution 
unde r Re d H at 9 ), I can dow nload m ail &  still 
k e e p it on m y e m ail s e rve r (POP), I can us e  
POP and IMAP, I also us e  O utlook 2000, so it 
h as  th e  sam e  look  &  fe e l of O utlook , I us e  
w e b-bas e d Yah oo Mail as m y spam  catch e r 
and be caus e  I us e  fastm ail as m y "re al" 
e m ail account.

I us e  Th unde rbird as m y m ain e -m ail clie nt, 
as I am  us ing IMAP and th e n h ave  m ore  or 
le s s  th e  sam e  clie nt for m y th re e  plattform s 
MacO S X, W indow s and Linux.

I us e  Gm ail and Evolution. Gm ail s e e m s  to 
do a gre at job filte ring spam  so m y e m ail is  
pre tty cle an by th e  tim e  it ge ts to Evolution. 
Th e  m ain re ason I us e  Evolution is  be caus e  
it include s  a cale ndar, to do list, e tc. th at I 
can sync w ith  m y Palm  Pilot.

Th unde rbird - It doe s  e xactly w h at i w ant it 
to do. I also lik e  th e  inte grate d e -m ail 
program  th at com e s  w ith  O pe ra.

I us e  Evolution be caus e  I'm  too lazy to 
install som e th ing e lse  and th at's  w h at 
cam e  w ith  m y installation.

W e b Mail. I stoppe d us ing e m ail clie nts 
a long tim e  ago.

I h ave  m utt s e tup to fe tch /s e nd us ing 
m y gm ail...w ork s  for m e .

I've  just discove re d sylph e e d claw s and 
for now  I'm  gonna stick  w ith  it. it's  fast 
and pow e rful

I us e  Km ail for both  pe rsonal and 
bus ine s s  e m ail. Th e  inte gration w ith  
Kontact, th e  PIM, w as th e  de ciding 
factor. I h ad us e d O utlook  2xxx for 
s e ve ral ye ars , th e n Th unde rbird for 
tw o or th re e  ye ars , and now  
Km ail/Kontact. Re ally satisfie d w ith  it, 
too, and it offe rs  m ore  fe ature s  to m e  
th an Th unde rbird (a good clie nt as 
w e ll, if all you do is  m ail).

http://www.UbuntuForums.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/67eefc
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IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWW
W ritte n by Ian McIntos h

AAMM YY  DD EE  GGRROO FFFF  FFRROO MM   TTHH EE
HH OO WW AARRDD   CCOO UUNNTTYY  LLIIBBRRAARRYY

In 2004, th e   m ade  ne w s  w h e n th e y sw itch e d 300 of th e ir public com pute rs  from  W indow s to an in-h ous e  
Linux solution. Re ce ntly, th e y upgrade d th e  com pute rs  to a ve rs ion of  distribute d by Groovix. W e  talk  to , H e ad of 
IT for th e  library.

Th e y w e re  running W indow s NT. A 
form e r IT pe rson h ad s h ut dow n a 
gre at de al of th e  functions , 
acce s s , e tc.

W e  got inte re ste d in Linux be caus e  
tw o of our IT guys (form e r Unix 
adm inistrators) w e re  big fans . W h at 
w e  lik e d about it w as th e  e as e  of 
m anage m e nt from  a re m ote  location 
(w e  h ave  6 branch e s  and, at th at 
point, tw o IT guys m anaging th e  
m ach ine s) and th e  ability to strip off 
functions , applications , and s e rvice s  
th at w e  did not w ant.

Th e  financial aspe ct w as also 
attractive , but it w as actually NOT 
th e  first th ing w e  fe ll in love  w ith . I 
s e e  it as an adde d bonus and a 
w onde rful s e rvice  to our com m unity 
th at I can offe r a stre am line d 
de s k top AND save  m one y!

Th e  first sw itch  w as from  th e  NT 
e nvironm e nt I de scribe d above  to 
LuMix, [a Linux distribution] 

de s igne d and m anage d by Mik e  
Rick s e ck e r and Luis  Salazar.

LuMix bas ically just h ad a 
brow s e r, Mozilla, strippe d to 
bare  e s s e ntials. W e  put it on all 
but th re e  m ach ine s  at e ach  
branch , le aving NT on th os e  w ith  
MS O ffice  9 7.

LuMix ran lik e  a top for ne arly 2 
ye ars , but custom e rs  w ante d 
m ore . Th e y w ante d w ord 
proce s s ing, th e y w ante d acce s s  
to USB flas h  drive s  (w e 'd s h ut 
th at dow n in LuMix and it w as 
not available  on our NT ve rs ion) 
so w e  starte d th ink ing "w h at 
ne xt?"

One  option w as , of cours e , to 
re build and upgrade  LuMix. Mik e  
be gan w ork  on LuMix 3.0 (as w e  
w e re  te ntative ly calling it).



19

At th e  sam e  tim e , w e  re s e arch e d 
th e  ve ndor w orld, and w e  found 
tw o inte re sting options : a 
Canadian firm  calle d Us e rful, and 
a te ch nology calle d Groovix, built 
by O pe n Se ns e  Solutions .

W e  ch os e  Groovix. H ard to 
q uantify w h y - it just fe lt m ore  
ope n and w e  lik e d 
ve ry m uch  th e  
support staff.

W e  e valuate d Ubuntu for tw o 
m onth s . To be  h one st, I w as sold 
te n m inute s  in, but I k ne w  I h ad to 
give  it m ore  tim e  and us e . I am  
truly am aze d at th e  usability of 
Ubuntu - I th ink  it is  dow n-righ t 
e le gant.

It cost us around $20,000 to 
upgrade  th e  m e m ory on th e  300 

PACs (w e  w e nt from  128 to 512), and 
w e  spe nt $25 on th e  softw are  (ye s , 
25 dollars).

W e  pay for support from  O pe n Se ns e  
Solutions - a flat, ye arly rate  th at is  
about 1/10th  of w h at w e  pay for 
oth e r e nte rpris e -w ide  softw are .

H ad w e  re m aine d a 
W indow s s h op and 
ch os e n XP inste ad, w e  
probably w ould h ave  
re place d th e  h ardw are  
e ntire ly, anticipating 
th e  m ove  to Vista. At 
around $800 for e ach  
of 300 m ach ine s , th at 

w ould h ave  cost $240,000.

Som e  of th e  m one y w e  save d so far 
h as  gone  to h ardw are  - w e  bough t 
love ly 19 " flat scre e ns  for e ve ry 
s ingle  m ach ine .

Ve ry safe  to say. W e 'll continue  
to us e  th e  funds for s e rvice  - 
com pute r training, book s , 
m ovie s , program s, and h ardw are  
upgrade s .

O ur re q ue sts  for h e lp / h e lp de s k  
tick e ts  h ave  droppe d by 40%  
s ince  th e  W indow s NT days . 
Most custom e rs  s it at th e  
m ach ine  and w ork  aw ay, 
re q uiring no h e lp. Custom e rs  
w h o are  le s s  com fortable  on a 
com pute r h ave  q ue stions , but 
th e y are  not Linux-bas e d. 
Inste ad "h ow  do I bold te xt?" or 
"h ow  do I add a page  bre ak ?" 
Th e  k ind w e 'd ge t w ith  any 
application.

Most h e lp de s k  tick e ts  now  are  
h ardw are  proble m s , a h ard drive  
dying or a m ach ine  be ing 
unplugge d (one  of th e  m ost 
com m on one s , actually).

All in all, th e y are  fine .
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W e  h ave  a fe w  staff w h o are  
re luctant to m ove  to O pe nO ffice . 
Th e y m aintain th at be caus e  it is  
fre e , it is  not as good. I re ally 
don't agre e  w ith  th at opinion. W e  
are  m oving all staff to Ubuntu 
de s k tops th is  fall and w inte r so, 
soon, th e y w ill be  us ing 
O pe nO ffice . I do h ope  th os e  w h o 
are  uncom fortable  com e  around. I 
w ork  h ard to do one -on-one  
training and to be  a ch e e rle ade r 
for th e m .

Th e  only proble m  is  th at a fe w  
w e bs ite s , for e xam ple  som e  
colle ge  grade  s ite s , re q uire  
Inte rne t Explore r and w on't w ork  
h e re . And w e  don't apologize  for 
th at, w e  e ncourage  our custom e rs  
to e xpre s s  th e ir frustration.

W e  h ad one  m ach ine  th at k e pt 
"turning off for no re ason" - of 
cours e  m any assum e d it w as th e  
"th ird rate " ope n source  softw are . 
Turne d out th e  us e r w as a le g 
sw inge r - s h e  w as bum ping th e  
pow e r sw itch !

Th e  sole  pie ce  of 
softw are  w e  can't us e  
h e re  is  th e  CLIENT for 
our inte grate d library 
syste m . It is  a s h am e , 
be caus e  th is  ve ndor's  
plan, pre s e nte d to us 
th re e  ye ars  ago, w as to 
be  e ntire ly w e b-bas e d by now.

Th at ve ndor ch ange d cours e , and 
w h ile  I could h ave  ch os e n to ch ange  
cours e  w ith  th e m  and abandon our 
vis ion of Linux syste m  w ide , I w ill 
not. I can't le t any ve ndor dictate  
h ow  I spe nd tax paye r m one y.

I th ink  th e  bigge st barrie r facing 
librarie s  in doing w h at w e  h ave  done  
is  fe ar of th e  unk now n. W e  ran into 
th is , of cours e . W h e n pe ople  starte d 
USING th e  softw are  th e y w ould ofte n 
com e  into m y office  s h e e pis h ly and 
say, "um , th is  is  not a big de al," and I 
w ould sm ile  and say, yup!

Library patrons 
can and s h ould 
re q ue st an 
accounting of 
w h at softw are  
costs , e spe cially 

w ith  Vista on th e  h orizon.

Patrons s h ould as k , 'w h y m ove  
to Vista? W h at doe s  it give  m e  
as a custom e r?'

O ne  Vista us e r told m e  th e  3D 
functionality w as 'cool'. I said, 
'w h at doe s  th at do to ge t m y 
custom e rs  inform ation about m y 
colle ction?" Th e re  w as no answ e r.

It w as m y ple asure ! I am  proud of w h at 
w e  are  doing and I w ould love  to h e lp 
oth e r groups us e  Ubuntu. I w ould also 
lik e  to h e ar about oth e r proje cts or 
applications th at your re ade rs  th ink  
w ould be  nice  additions to our 
de ploym e nt!
Am y can be  contacte d at 
am yde groff@ h clibrary.org

mailto:How has the staff responded to the switch?Is there any software that the What barriers do you see preventing other libraries from switching to a similar solution?amydegroff@hclibrary.org
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MM YY  SSTTOO RRYY FFRROO MM   WW IINNDD OO WW SS  
TTOO   UUBBUUNNTTUUW ritte n by D e e pank  Gupta

I am  not th e  k ind of pe rson w h o fe e ls a s e ns e  of pride  in Microsoft bas h ing. I re spe ct Microsoft as th e y put in a lot of e ffort in orde r to 
m ak e  a stable  ope rating syste m  w h ich  th e y update  re gularly w ith  s e rvice  pack s  and fixe s . For th is  re ason I us e d w indow s for about 
th re e  or four ye ars . But th e n I h e ard from  a frie nd, th at th e re  is  an O S nam e d Ubuntu th at is  s h ippe d fre e  of cost w ith  no postal ch arge s . 
So, I de cide d to give  it a try. W h e n I starte d us ing Ubuntu, I le arne d ove r tim e  th at Ubuntu is  a far be tte r ope rating syste m .

I w as a bit appre h e ns ive  be fore  
installing Ubuntu as I h ad 
h e ard a lot of w orrisom e  

storie s  about Linux in ge ne ral and 
h ow  it re q uire s  spe cial com pute r 
k now le dge  to install it. But w h e n I 
put in Ubuntu Live  CD, m y fe ars 
w e re  dispe lle d. To m y am aze m e nt 
I found th at it can run from  a Live  
CD w ith out installation, allow ing 
m e  to pre vie w  all th e  fe ature s  of 
th e  ope rating syste m . Th e n I 
w ork e d up th e  courage  to 
partition m y h ard dis k  and dual 
boot w ith  W indow s (I still w ante d 
to cling onto W indow s). Alth ough  
th e  installation w as e asy, th e  
gam e s  w e re  fun to play and all 
m y h ardw are  w as de te cte d 
prope rly, I h ad a s e tback  w h e n I 
found out th at I could ne ith e r 
liste n to m y h uge  colle ction of 
MP3s nor w atch  any m ovie s  in 

spite  of h aving a lot of m e dia playe rs .

Th e re  w e re  tw o proble m s to be  
ove rcom e . First, th e  proble m  of 
acce s s ing m y m any ye ars  of data in 
m y W indow s partitions and s e cond, 
dow nloading th e  ne ce s sary pack age s  
for m ak ing proprie tary form ats w ork . 
I google d m y proble m s and found a 
w h ole  ne w  re source  – 
Ubuntuforum s .org. Th is  forum  h ad 
m any contributors and lots and lots 
of pe ople  re ady to h e lp out. I still 
re m e m be r th at m y first q ue stion on 
th e  forum  w as answ e re d w ith in 10 
m inute s! Also, th e re  is  a lot of 
docum e ntation re garding th e  fre e  
softw are  and tips  to do w ork  in 
Ubuntu. By follow ing posts and 
article s , I soon h ad m y ow n 
custom ize d syste m . I le arne d m ore  
about ope rating syste m s in th at 
s h ort tim e  th an I h ad be e n able  to 

le arn in ye ar of W indow s us e !

I s e ldom  us e d th e  com m and 
line  in W indow s and m y 
e xpe rie nce  h as  s h ow n th at 
W indow s us e rs  h ave  a fe ar of 
th e  te rm inal. In a W indow s 
e nvironm e nt, th e  com m and line  
is  us e d m ainly w h e n you h ave  to 
fix th ings lik e  a virus , for 
e xam ple , but in Ubuntu, th e  
com m and line  is  a w ay of life ! I 
h ave  com e  to love  th e  com m and 
line .

Now , you m igh t be  w onde ring 
w h y I de cide d th at Ubuntu is  a 
be tte r ope rating syste m  for m e  
w h e n I h ad to spe nd so m uch  
tim e  struggling to install 
softw are . W e ll, in th e  past ye ar 
w ith  Ubuntu I h ave  ne ve r once  
be e n struck  by a virus . I did not 

http://www.Ubuntuforums.org
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e ve n h ave  to buy a Norton 
subscription for th at. I h ave  
ne ith e r ne e de d to de fragm e nt m y 
h ard dis k  (th ank s  to th e  e xt3 
file syste m ), nor e ncounte re d th e  
"Blue  Scre e n of D e ath ." Th e re  
w e re  tim e s  w h e n m y com pute r 
w ould h ang, th ough  I've  alw ays 
be e n able  to us e  a "force  q uit" 
and h ave  ne ve r h ad to s e nd an 
e rror re port! All of th is  and I 
h ave n't e ve n m e ntione d th at I got 
th e  office  suite , a large  num be r of 
gam e s , an e xce lle nt m e dia playe r 
(now  th at I h ave  dow nloade d th e  
code cs and can e ve n run .FLV and 

.RMVB file s in Mplaye r, som e th ing 
th at W indow s Me dia Playe r could 
ne ve r do) and a gre at instant 
m e s s e nge r th rough  w h ich  I can log 
into any instant m e s saging account.

Linux is  also a gre at platform  to 
le arn C program m ing. You do not 
h ave  to install gigs of Visual Studio, 
but can h ave  a gcc com pile r w h ich  
can do e ve ryth ing you w ant and is  
only 5-6 MBs at th e  m ax. W h at's  
m ore , Anjuta h as  alm ost all th e  
functionality of any oth e r popular 
IDE. I us e d it to do m y Introduction to 
Program m ing ass ignm e nts at sch ool 
w h ile  oth e r classm ate s  w e re  busy 

arranging softw are  to run on 
W indow s .

So, alth ough  I ge t fre e  acce s s  
to W indow s and som e  oth e r 
Microsoft proprie tary softw are  
from  m y unive rs ity's  softw are  
distribution program , I still find 
m ys e lf us ing Ubuntu m ore  and 
m ore  as I find it to be  a m ore  
stable , m ode st and be tte r ove rall 
ope rating syste m . It m ay not be  
as  flas h y in its  claim s as 
W indow s and you do re q uire  a 
ce rtain w ork ing k now le dge  of 
com pute rs , but once  you start 
us ing it, you w ill love  it. 

H i, I'm  Matth e w  Ross i and I w ill be  your 
h ost for th e  . I am  
also th e  h ost of 

. H e re  I w ill answ e r a fe w  
q ue stions about th e  ne w  podcast. If you 
h ave  any q ue stions , I can be  contacte d 
at podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org.

Th e  Full Circle  Podcast w ill, lik e  th e  
m agazine , be  about all flavors of 
Ubuntu. Th e  s h ow  is  de s igne d to 
com ple m e nt th e  m agazine  ye t com e  up 

w ith  our ow n conte nt.

No.  W h at is  cove re d in th e  podcast is  at m y 
discre tion.

I w ill be  th e  h ost, and w e  w ill h ave  a pane l, 
and gue sts .

Full Circle  Podcast w ill com e  out th e  first 
and th ird w e e k  of e ach  m onth . Th is  is  
subje ct to ch ange , as  are  th e  sch e dule s of 

th e  h osts .

Th at h asn't be e n de cide d ye t, but 
subscribe  to th e  podcast RSS fe e d at: 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/c79 6aa 
and you w ill find out as soon w e  de cide .
W e  can't w ait to bring you Episode  1. 
But for now , you can ch e ck  out 

 at 
h ttp://pe nguince ntral.co.nr/

mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://penguincentral.co.nr/
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/c796aa
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UUBBUUNNTTUU  YYOO UUTTHH
W ritte n by Andre w  from  w w w.Te e nsO nLinux.org

Th e  future  of O pe n Source  is  in th e  Young Pe ople  of today; th at's  
w h y th is  corne r of th e  m agazine  is  for young pe ople  or s im ply 
th os e  w h o are  young at h e art.

So you've  installe d th e  late st 
ve rs ion of Ubuntu, you've  
got your w ick e d aw e som e  

Com piz Fus ion e ffe cts s e t up —  
now  w h at?

I as k e d th e  sam e  q ue stion 
about a ye ar ago w h e n I starte d 
w ith  Kubuntu 6.06. So h e re  are  a 
fe w  th ings I cam e  up w ith  to k e e p 
you from  ge tting bore d.

Trust m e , you can le arn a lot 
th is  w ay. H e re 's  w h at you do: 
ope n your file  m anage r and pre s s  
th e  “ up one  dire ctory ”  button 
tw ice . Th is  s h ould tak e  you to th e  
top le ve l of your installation. You'll 
se e  a bunch  of dire ctorie s  lik e  
/usr, /proc, and /h om e . Look  
th rough  th e m  and find out w h at 
th e y're  for. I w ould h igh ly 
re com m e nd Linux Re ality podcast 
e pisode  11 for th is : 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/111c30

By de fault, Ubuntu com e s  w ith  
GNOME, KDE, or XFCE. W h y not try 
som e th ing diffe re nt? Ice W M or 
Fluxbox are  tw o alte rnative s . Th e y're  
both  fast, fre e  and in th e  Ubuntu 
re pos itorie s . Just go into Synaptic (or 
Ade pt, if you're  a Kubuntu us e r lik e  
m e ) and s e arch  for “ w indow  
m anage rs ” .

Try us ing th e  com m and line  for a 
day. Us e  it for e ve ryth ing! Try Elink s  
or w 3m . Try som e  CLI gam e s . H e ck , 
e ve n try m anaging your m us ic 
colle ction! It's  faste r th an a w indow  
m anage r and infinite ly m ore  fle xible . 
Se e : 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/745c00

Try le arning a program m ing 
language  lik e  Ruby or Pyth on. I h ave  

be e n le arning Ruby for th e  past 
fe w  m onth s  and I'm  re ally 
e njoying it. For som e  tutorials on 
program m ing, s e e  
h ttp://pine .fm /Le arnToProgram / 
or w w w.pyth on.org. O r if you're  a 
book  pe rson lik e  m e , tak e  a look  
at: 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/9 d47a0fr_

or: 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/b2a379
.

Th e  nice  th ing about th e  
Ubuntu com m unity is  th at 
th e y're  alw ays ope n to your 
ide as . Se nd in a fe ature  re q ue st 
to your favorite  proje ct. If you 
can code , try m ak ing som e  of 
th os e  fe ature s  poss ible . You 
could e ve n try w riting for 

!

Now  h ave  fun, and re m e m be r 
th at you h ave  no re ason to be  
bore d! 

http://www.TeensOnLinux.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/111c30
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/745c00
http://pine.fm/LearnToProgram/
http://www.python.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/9d47a0
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/b2a37


24

SSOO UUNNDD   BBIITTEESS
W ritte n by Matth e w  Ross i

H e re  are  som e  th ings you m ay h e ar on our soon to be  re le as e d 
podcast. If you h ave  an ide a or w ant to tak e  part th e n e m ail our 
h ost, Matth e w  Ross i, at podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

I'm  Matth e w  Ross i, h ost of th e  
, and h e re  

are  m y pick s  for th e  big storie s  
in th e  Ubuntu w orld. Th is  m onth , I 
w ill be  rounding up th e  e ve nts at 
th e  Ubuntu D e ve lope r Sum m it. 
Th e  full article s can be  found at 
h ttp://fridge .ubuntu.com /taxonom y
/te rm /13. Som e  of th e  h igh ligh ts  
for m e  in  w rap up 
w e re :

* Autom atix and Ubuntu 
collaboration. H old on, h ow  can 
you collaborate  w ith  Autom atix 
w h ich  is  k now n to be  a bad boy in 
th e  Ubuntu w orld?

* Ch ange s  to th e  logout dialog. I 
don't h ave  any proble m s w ith  th e  
curre nt dialog m ys e lf. It's  just lik e  
h ow  pe ople  w h ine d about th e  
de fault w allpape r in Gutsy.

* D e fining a road m ap for 
supporting Local Com m unity 
(LoCo) te am s . Now  th at's  a good 
ide a!

* Support for th e  Classm ate PC 
platform . Th at's  an inte re sting one .

* Cre ating an Ubuntu Mobile  
com m unity. W e ll, h aving Ubuntu on 
th e  go is  a gre at th ing. And w h o's  
going to craw l around on th e  forum s 
and h e lp th os e  w h o are  in ne e d? 
Gre at ide a.

* Easy File  Sh aring! Th is  is  
de spe rate ly ne e de d. As far as I k now  
it isn't th e  e as ie st th ing to s e t up 
s h aring be tw e e n tw o com pute rs  
w h e re  one  of th e  com pute rs  is  an 
Ubuntu com pute r.

* Th e  Scre e ncasts on CD blue print. 
Now  th is  is  som e th ing th at I k now  of, 
and I w ill alw ays e ndors e  th e  ide a. 
Th e  ide a is  e xplaine d w e ll h e re  
h ttps ://w ik i.ubuntu.com /Scre e ncasts In
UbuntuSpe c. It's  an e xce lle nt ide a.

* A W indow s installe r. It's  an 
inte re sting conce pt, but I tak e  th e  
traditionalist vie w  on it, saying w h y 
w ould you w ant to install Linux ins ide  

W indow s if you h ave  h ad e nough  
of it? Good luck  to th e m  anyw ay.

* Th e  2.6.24 Ke rne l. Th e  Ke rne l 
is  th e  m ak e  or bre ak  of any 
Linux distribution, and I w onde r 
if Linus agre e s  w ith  m e ... It w ill 
be  inte re sting to s e e  h ow  big th e  
k e rne l w ill ge t. Th e  re le as e  
candidate  w e igh e d in at 11 
m e gabyte s . H ope fully it can 
s h e d som e  w e igh t in tim e .

* Building a com m unity around 
"e nte rpris e " Ubuntu - Th at is  
h e lpful. Th e  ne e d of an 
Ente rpris e  Ubuntu com m unity 
s h ow s h ow  popular Ubuntu is  
be com ing in th e  bus ine s s  w orld. 
W e 'll just h ave  to w ait and s e e .

And th at is  m y w rap up of UDS Boston, 
albe it standing from  th e  s ide line s . 
Th e re  is  anoth e r round up of th e  day 
by day e ve nts w h ich  you can find in 
th e   
h ttps ://w ik i.ubuntu.com /UbuntuW e e k ly
Ne w sle tte r/Is sue 64 

mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://fridge.ubuntu.com/taxonomy/term/13
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/ScreencastsInUbuntuSpec
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuWeeklyNewsletter/Issue64
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LLEETTTTEERRSS Eve ry m onth  w e  lik e  to publis h  som e  of th e  e m ails w e  re ce ive . If you w ould lik e  to 
subm it a le tte r for publication, com plim e nt or com plaint, ple as e  e m ail it to: 
le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org. PLEASE NOTE: som e  le tte rs  m ay be  e dite d for space  re asons.

Th e re  are  loads of w ays in 
w h ich  you can contribute  to 
Ubuntu (s e e  FCM# 6 le tte r), 

program m ing is  only one  of th os e  
w ays .

For instance , if your ow n 
language  is  som e th ing oth e r th an 
Englis h , th e n you can h e lp 
translate  softw are  and 
docum e ntation to your ow n 
language .

Anoth e r w ay to contribute  to 
Ubuntu is  by s im ply going into th e  
forum s or on IRC and h e lp pe ople  
solve  any proble m  th e y are  
h aving.

If you k now  h ow  to do 
som e th ing in Ubuntu, th e n you 
could w rite  a W ik i article  
(h ttps://w ik i.ubuntu.com /) or if you 
h ave  a gre at ide a on h ow  Ubuntu 
can be  im prove d, you could 
subm it it to th e  ide a pool at 
h ttps://w ik i.ubuntu.com /Ide aPool

LETTER OF TH E M ONTH W rite r of Le tte r of th e  Month  w ins  
tw o m e tal Ubuntu cas e  badge s!

I m ade  th is  pum pk in by 
printing out th e  Ubuntu 
logo and taping it to th e  
pum pk in. I us e d one  of 
th os e  pok e rs  th at com e  in 
pum pk in carving k its  to 
pok e  h ole s in th e  pum pk in 

along th e  line s  w h e re  I h ad to cut, th e n I 
just cut along th e  line s . I de cide d to m ak e  
th e  Ubuntu pum pk in, be caus e  I w ante d to 

do som e th ing diffe re nt from  th e  
standard "scary" pum pk in. Not a lot of 
pe ople  saw  th e  pum pk in, but 
som e one  said th at th e  only pe rson 
th at w ould th ink  it 
w as scary w ould be  
Bill Gate s .

  
w w w.linuxloop.com

Th os e  are  just a fe w  of th e  w ays in 
w h ich  you can h e lp m ak e  Ubuntu a 
be tte r e xpe rie nce  for e ve ryone . You 
can find m ore  w ays at 
h ttp://w w w .ubuntu.com /com m unity/parti
cipate  

I th ink  th e re  w as a m istak e  in th e  
poll it is sue  # 6. W indow  m anage r 
and de s k top e nvironm e nt are  tw o 

diffe re nt th ings .

Gnom e ,  KDE and XFCE are  
de s k top e nvironm e nts , not 
w indow  m anage rs , alth ough  
th e y h ave  built-in w indow s 
m anage rs  (in orde r: Me tacity, 
Kw in, xfw m ), w e  can't m ak e  
confus ion w ith  th e s e  tw o te rm s . 
Th e s e  one s  are  ok ay: Com piz 
and Be ryl are  re ally w indow s 
m anage rs  as th e y only re place  
m e tacity, k w in or xfw m . By th e  
w ay, Com piz fus ion is  not th e  
w indow  m anage r its e lf, it's  jut 
th e  re place m e nt for Com piz-
e xtras , m e rging old com piz 

mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.linuxloop.com
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/
https://wiki.ubuntu.com/IdeaPool
http://www.ubuntu.com/community/participate
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plugins w ith  Be ryl one s .

A w indow  m anage r can be  us e d 
in all oth e r de s k top e nvironm e nts 
(at le ast in th e ory), but th e  be st 
th ing is  to k e e p th e  de s k top 
e nvironm e nt de fault one . W ith  th e  
introduction of com pos iting 
w indow  m anage rs  (th e  one s  th at 
m ak e  all th os e  cool e ffe cts , just to 
re m e m be r th e  w indow  m anage r is  
th e  one  th at do th os e  e ffe cts to 
th e  w indow s not th e  de s k top 
e nvironm e nt) it be cam e  com m on 
to re place  th e  de fault one  w ith  
anoth e r (cool) one  lik e  pe ople  do 
w h e n putting Com piz (Fus ion) in 
Gnom e . Th e y are  actually 
re placing Me tacity w ith  Com piz 
(ye t putting e xtra plugins if th e y 
are  installing com piz fus ion also)

Ed: 

I th ink  I've  m e t th e  sam e  proble m  
as Anth ony Ste llato (Le tte rs  page  
of FCM# 6), m aybe  m ine  is  e ve n 

w ors e !

I h ave  installe d tote m -xine  and 
m playe r w ith  w 32code cs in m y Gutsy 
Gibbon, but I can not ope n m y H D  
vide os (or m ovie s) w ith  th e m . Each  
tim e  I try to us e  m playe r or tote m -
xine  to ope n m y 720p or 1080p 
m ovie s , none  of th e m  w ork e d, it q uit 
autom atically not long afte r I double  
click e d th e  H D  m ovie  file .

So, ple as e  h e lp m e  and oth e r 
frie nds w ith  th e  sam e  proble m !

By th e  w ay, I am  a loyal re ade r of 
 , I've  re ad all 

th e  is sue s , th e y are  gre at! I lik e  th e  
 ve ry m uch , w h ich  is  ve ry 

us e ful. W h ile  on th e  subje ct, could 
you list som e  dow nloading tools for 
us in th e  ne xt is sue  ple as e ? Th ank  
you.

Ed: 

.

Is  it poss ible  to h ave  an article  
e xplaining a h ow  to cre ate  a 
m e dia ce nte r w ith  th e  

pack age s  provide d on th e  
re pos itory?

Ed: 

I th ink   
is  a gre at re source . I h ave  a 
sugge stion th ough : I th ink  

th e re  s h ould be  som e  sm all 
blurb som e w h e re  ne ar th e  front, 
le tting pe ople  w h o k now  
noth ing, noth ing at all, about 
w h at Ubuntu is  and w h e re  th e y 
can le arn m ore .

Ed: 
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QQ && AA
W ritte n by Robe rt Clips h am

If you h ave  an Ubuntu re late d q ue stion w h ich  ne e ds  answ e ring, e m ail it to us h e re  
at q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org, and w e 'll pass  th e m  to Robe rt for answ e ring in 
a future  is sue . Ple as e  include  as m uch  inform ation as you can about your proble m .

Q Since  I upgrade d to th e  Gutsy 
Gibbon I h ave  only be e n able  
to acce s s  w e bs ite s  by us ing 

th e ir IP addre s s e s , and anyth ing 
e lse  Inte rne t re late d w on't w ork  - 
w h y is  th is?

ATh e re  are  s e ve ral s im ple  
w ays to solve  th is . Th e  
e as ie st one  is  just to disable  

ipv6, w h ich  can be  done  by doing 
'gk sudo ge dit 
/e tc/m odprobe .d/black list' in a 
te rm inal (k de su k ate  
/e tc/m odprobe .d/black list in KDE), 
th e n adding 'black list ipv6' to th e  
e nd of th e  file . Re start your PC and 
ipv6 w ill be  disable d. Look  at th e  
link  be low  to find oth e r w ays to 
solve  th is .
h ttps ://h e lp.ubuntu.com /com m unity/W e bB
row s ingSlow IPv6IPv4

Q Can Ubuntu us e  m ore  th an 
4GB of RAM?

AIf you w ant to us e  m ore  th an 
4GB of RAM in Ubuntu you 
ne e d to dow nload th e  64 Bit 

ve rs ion. W h e n on th e  dow nload page  
you ne e d to ch oos e  th e  '64bit AMD 
and Inte l com pute rs ' option.
h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/s h ow th re ad.ph p?t=
605649

Q  I'm  running th e  s e rve r e dition 
of Ubuntu, but ne e d a GUI. 
H ow  can I install one ?

AUse  'sudo aptitude  install' 
follow e d by ubuntu-de s k top, 
k ubuntu-de s k top or xubuntu-

de s k top, de pe nding on w h ich  us e r 
inte rface  you w ant. You w ill also 
ne e d to install gdm  (Gnom e ) or k dm  
(KDE).
h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/s h ow th re ad.ph p?t=
605801

Q I w ould lik e  to le arn som e  
bas ic com m ands in Linux. 
Are  th e re  any good s ite s  

for th is?

ATh e  Ubuntu h e lp s ite  h as  a 
good guide  at 
h ttps ://h e lp.ubuntu.com /co

m m unity/Us ingTh e Te rm inal, 
w h ich  w ill s h ow  all th e  bas ic 
com m ands for us ing a te rm inal 
in Ubuntu. Th e re  is  also a m ore  
ge ne ral guide  at 
h ttp://linuxcom m and.org/ w h ich  
applie s  to all distributions .
h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/s h ow th re ad.ph
p?t=605836

Can Ubuntu Us e  M ore  
Th an 4GB Of RAM ?

I W ould Lik e  To 
Le arn Som e  Bas ic 
Com m ands in Linux

mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
https://help.ubuntu.com/community/WebBrowsingSlowIPv6IPv4
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=605649
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=605801
https://help.ubuntu.com/community/UsingTheTerminal
http://linuxcommand.org/
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=605836
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MM YY  DD EESSKK TTOO PP
W ritte n by Attila Solym ossy

MM YY  DD EESSKK TTOO PP
W ritte n by Ch andra Se k ar

I am  brand ne w  to Linux. My first and only atte m pt so far h as  
be e n w ith  Ubuntu. I am  ve ry satisfie d w ith  m y ch oice . I th ink  
th at de s k top m odifications are  e asy to pre form  by a ne w  Linux 

us e r, too.

Th e  flavor I us e  is  Ubuntu Studio. (You can ge t it from  th e  
re pos itorie s . For instructions vis it w w w.ubuntustudio.org) Th e  icon 
pack age , Dropline  Ne u, is  available  from  art.gnom e .org You can 
dow nload th e  m ous e  th e m e  from  w w w.gnom e -look .org Se arch  for 
Fe dora Core  6 Cursors . 

My de s k top custom ization us e s  only w h at is  available  by de fault in Kubuntu 
Gutsy Gibbon (7.10). H e re  is  h ow  you m ay do it for yours e lf:
    * Enable  transpare ncy for th e  pane l.
    * Se t th e  tint am ount to around 50% . Th e  tint color I h ave  us e d is  th e  
de fault.
    * Th e  w allpape r is  th e  "Alta Badia" one  w h ich  com e s  w ith  Kubuntu.
    * Th e  O SD on th e  top is  displaye d just as Am arok  starts playing a song.
    * Katapult is  us e d to ope n th e  D igik am . 
O th e r spe cs :
    * KDE 3.5.8.
    * Ace r AL1702W  w ide scre e n m onitor at a re solution of 1440x9 00.
    * nVID IA Ge Force  4000 MX.
    * 256 MB RAM.
    * Inte l Ce le ron running at 2.0 GH z. 

Your ch ance  to s h ow  th e  w orld your de s k top or PC. Em ail your scre e ns h ots and 
ph otos to: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org and include  a brie f paragraph  about your 
de s k top, your PC's spe cs and any oth e r inte re sting tidbits  about your s e tup.

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.ubuntustudio.org
http://art.gnome.org
http://www.gnome-look.org
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TTOO PP55  AAUUDD IIOO //VVIIDD EEOO   AAPPPPSS
W ritte n by Andre w  Min

H om e page : h ttp://audacity.source forge .ne t/

Audacity is  a 
s im ple  ye t 
pow e rful 

digital audio 
e ditor. Starte d as 
a bas ic e ditor by 
Dom inic Mazzoni 
during graduate  
sch ool, Audacity 
h as  grow n to 
include  fe ature s  such  as  up to 16 ch anne ls of 
re cording, 16, 24, and 32 bit sam ple s , rate s  up 
to 9 6 KH z, e asy copying and pasting, unlim ite d 
undos, m ixing, plug-ins , e ffe cts , support for 
plugins w ritte n in LADSPA, VST, and Nyq uist, 
and boasts W AV, AIFF, MP3 (us ing LAME), FLAC, 
and OGG support. It's  no w onde r it w on th e  Be st 
Proje ct for Multim e dia prize  in th e  2007 
Source Forge .ne t Com m unity Ch oice  Aw ards .

To install Audacity, just grab th e  audacity 
pack age  in th e  Unive rs e  re pos itory.  

Your m onth ly list of Linux gam e s  or applications 
from  th e  de pth s  of th e  Inte rne t. If you h ave  an ide a 
for a list, ple as e  e m ail: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H om e page : h ttp://lm m s.source forge .ne t/

LMMS (Linux 
MultiMe dia 
Studio) is  

anoth e r gre at all-
purpos e  sound e ditor. 
Sim ilar to th e  
com m e rcial Cubas e  
or FL Studio, LMMS 
com bine s  a pow e rful 
synth e s ize r w ith  a 
gre at track e r/s e q ue nce r program  to cre ate  an 
am azing audio e ditor. W ith  it, you can also 
capture  input from  MID I k e yboards , w rite  m us ic 
w ith  a gre at song e ditor, add loops or be ats , or 
us e  plugins for LADSPA and Cubas e  (w ith  W INE). 
All w rappe d into a pow e rful ye t e asy to us e  Qt-
bas e d GUI.

To install LMMS, all you ne e d to do is  ge t th e  
lm m s pack age  in th e  Unive rs e  re pos itory.  

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
http://lmms.sourceforge.net/
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H om e page : 
h ttp://live s.source forge .ne t/

If vide o e diting is  m ore  your 
style , try out LiVES. It's  a 
pow e rful tool th at m ixe s  a re al-

tim e  e ditor and a non-line ar e ditor 
into one  pack age . Th row  in som e  
nice  add-ons , scripts , filte rs , and 
support for virtually any form at (it 
us e s  MPlaye r), and you've  just 
scratch e d th e  surface  of w h at it is  
capable  of.
Alth ough  LiVES is  one  of th e  gre ate st 
Ubuntu e ditors , it didn't m ak e  it into th e  
Ubuntu re pos itorie s . Luck ily, Ge tDe b.ne t 
h as  a pack age  at 
h ttp://w w w.ge tde b.ne t/app.ph p?nam e =Li
VES. 

H om e page : 
h ttp://w w w.avide m ux.org/

Avide m ux w as cre ate d for th os e  
w h o don't ne e d th e  k itch e n s ink  in 
th e ir vide o e ditor. Inste ad, 
Avide m ux offe rs  a s im ple  inte rface  
w ith  fe ature s  such  as  
cutting/appe nding clips , filte rs , 
support for e ncoding and de coding 
all th e  popular form ats (including 
AVI, ASF, Quick Tim e , MPEG, and 
W MV), m uxing (and de m uxing) 
support, OCR subtitle s , and scripting 
us ing ECMAScript. And if you're  a 
Kubuntu us e r, you'll be  glad to le arn 
th at th e  ne w  ve rs ion include s  a Qt 
ve rs ion along w ith  th e  de fault GTK.

avide m ux is  include d in Ubuntu's  
Multive rs e  re pos itory. 

H om e page : 
h ttp://w w w .k de nlive .org/
If you're  a Kubuntu us e r, you'll 
w ant to try Kde nlive . Th is  non-
line ar vide o e ditor include s  full 
FFMPEG support (so it w ill im port 
and e xport virtually any form at 
you th row  at it, including AVI, 
MPEG, OGG, and VOB), 4:3 and 
16:9  aspe ct ratios , PAL and NTSC 
form at support, DVD burning, 
m ulti-track  e diting, bas ic audio 
and vide o e ffe cts and trans itions 
(w ith  re al-tim e  pre vie w s), 
slide s h ow s , and m ore . All in a 
rich  KDE inte rface  supporting te n 
diffe re nt language s .

To install Kde nlive , just install th e  
k de nlive  pack age  in th e  unive rs e  
re pos itory.  

http://lives.sourceforge.net/
http://www.getdeb.net/app.php?name=LiVES
http://www.avidemux.org/
http://www.kdenlive.org/
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HH OO WW   TTOO   CCOO NNTTRRIIBBUUTTEE

W e  are  alw ays look ing for ne w  article s to include  in Full Circle . For article  guide line s , 
ide as , and for is sue  translation, ple as e  s e e  our w ik i: 
h ttp://w ik i.ubuntu.com /UbuntuMagazine
Ple as e  e m ail your article s to: article s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Full Circle  Te am
 - Ronnie  Tuck e r

ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Rob Ke rfia

adm in@ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Robe rt Clips h am

m rm onday@ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Matth e w  Ross i

podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Sam ue l Barratt
Robe rt Clips h am
Danie l Coh e n
Ph ilipp H öh n
Andre w  Min
Vid Aye r

Nicola Cappe llini Jonny Dove r
Ryan H artlage         Matth e w  H olde r
David Maino           Rich ard Mills
Andre w  Min            Ale x Russ e ll
Jam e s  Savage          Jam e s  W illiam s

And our th ank s  go out to 
, th e  

 and th e  m any translation 
te am s around th e  w orld.

If you w ould lik e  to subm it ne w s , e m ail it to:
ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Se nd your com m e nts or Linux e xpe rie nce s  to:
le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H ardw are /softw are  re vie w s  s h ould be  s e nt to:
re vie w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Que stions for future  inte rvie w s  s h ould go to:
q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Lists and de s k top/PC ph otos s h ould be  
e m aile d to:
m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

If you h ave  q ue stions , you can vis it our forum :
w w w.fullcircle m agazine .org

Sunday 09 th  D e ce m be r.

Friday 21st D e ce m be r.

H AVE YOUR SAY
If you w ant to h ave  your say in h ow  
Full Circle  de ve lops, ple as e  atte nd our 
m onth ly IRC m e e ting.

You can find our ne xt Age nda at:
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/f2ba08
W e  w ant th e  input of you, th e  re ade r, 
to h e lp us m ak e  de cis ions th at affe ct 
th e  m agazine .
Ne xt ge ne ral, all w e lcom e , m e e ting: 

Me e tings tak e  place  in th e  IRC ch anne l 
, w h ich  is  on th e  

irc.fre e node .ne t s e rve r. O r you can us e  
our w e bIRC page  w h ich  is  at 
h ttp://irc.fullcircle m agazine .org and it 
w ill allow  you to inte ract w ith  our IRC 
ch anne l from  w ith in your w e b brow s e r.

http://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuMagazine
http://ubuntuforums.org/forumdisplay.php?f=270
mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:reviews@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:admin@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:mrmonday@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/f2ba08
mailto:articles@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://irc.fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org



